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From Confucius and Plato to Karl Marx and Noam Chomsky, this book brings together more
than 100 illustrated biographies of the world's great philosophers.Introduced with a stunning
portrait of each featured philosopher, the biographies trace the ideas, friendships, loves, and
rivalries that inspired the great thinkers and influenced their work, providing revealing insights
into what drove them to question the meaning of life and come up with new ways of
understanding the world and the history of ideas.Lavishly illustrated with photographs and
paintings of philosophers, their homes, friends, studies, and their personal belongings, together
with pages from original manuscripts, first editions, and correspondence, this book introduces
the key ideas, themes, and working methods of each featured individual, setting their ideas
within a wider historical and cultural context. Charting the development of ideas across the
centuries in both the East and West, from ancient Chinese philosophy to the work of
contemporary thinkers, Philosophers provides a compelling glimpse into the personal lives,
loves, and influences of the great philosophers as they probed into life's big ideas.

“Philosophers stands out, making it an excellent choice for middle- and high-school students,
general readers, and even those looking for a thoughtful coffee-table book.” —Booklist Online
(Starred Review) --This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorDK was founded in
London in 1974 and is now the world leading illustrated reference publisher and a member of the
Penguin Random House division of Bertelsmann. DK publishes highly visual, photographic non-
fiction for adults and children. DK produces content for consumers in over 100 countries and
over 60 languages, with offices in the UK, India, US, Germany, China, Canada, Spain and
Australia.DK's aim is to inspire, educate and entertain readers of all ages, and everything DK
publishes, whether print or digital, embodies the unique DK design approach. DK brings
unrivalled clarity to a wide range of topics, with a unique combination of words and pictures, put
together to spectacular effect. We have a reputation for innovation in design for both print and
digital products.Our adult range spans travel, including the award-winning DK Eyewitness Travel
Guides, history, science, nature, sport, gardening, cookery and parenting. DK’s extensive
children’s list showcases a fantastic store of information for children, toddlers and babies. DK
covers everything from animals and the human body, to homework help and craft activities,
together with an impressive list of licensing titles, including the best-selling LEGO® books.DK
acts as the parent company for Alpha Books, publisher of the Idiot's Guides series.https://
www.dk.com/ --This text refers to the hardcover edition.
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K. Springer, “Moving memorial to those that impacted the world through their unique
expressions. Some books to the reader are holy; this one is so to me. As an artist and author
(excited to purchase DK's Writers book on 9/11/2018), I find this text to be an illuminating
glimpse at the lives of some very influential and interesting artists over time. I highly recommend
this book if you are like me, an autodidact that loves learning more about the human condition
through those that share what they are, body and soul. Or, as it says on the back of the dust
cover, "Every good painter paints what he is." Jackson Pollock”

Stephani, “Great!. Loved it. It has a beautiful hard cover, perfect for a coffee table book. The
artist and their work felt like a refresher of my intro to art history class. It includes a brief but
informative summary of various artist through out history and some of their most recognizable
works of art.”

Rebeccab5, “Beautiful and interesting book.. Love this book but be advised it is very large and
VERY heavy. So heavy and bulky it is actually physically challenging to read it, however it is an
immensely enjoyable book.  Beautful photos wnd just enough art history to stay interesting.”

ckb, “For Art lovers, with an appeal to others slightly less so. This book exceeded my expectation
with the information it contains. It is an impressive looking book and the content was beautifully
presented and written. I had purchased the book as a gift and almost kept it. Again purchasing it
as a gift to another friend, and will get one for myself too!”

Hande Z, “Good lives fine works. DK Publishing has always been known for the high-quality
paper and pictures in the books. Penguin and Random House for the fine selection of writers
and editorial back-up. This book by DK Penguin/Random House is the excellent product of the
merger. Its 360 pages do not feel unwieldy, and the hardcover does not add much to the weight.
The book is organised into six chapters beginning with ‘Ancient’ in chapter 1 and ending with
‘Today’ in Chapter 6. In chapter 1 we have Laozi, Confucius and Gautama Buddha in the starting
line-up, and ending with Nagarjuna, Augustine of Hippo, and Hypatia. In Chapter 6 we have
Noam Chomsky, Jean Baudrillard, Jacques Derrida, Slavoj Zizek, Bell Hooks, and Judith Butler,
among others. It may disappoint some to see Simon Blackburn not included although he
contributed the Foreword. It is a little strange to see Baudrillard and Derrida under ‘Today’ and
not in Chapter 5, ‘20th Century’ in the company of Hannah Arendt and Roland Barthes. There is
a ‘Directory’ at the end of each chapter to include a short column on the philosophers who
missed the main pages. Thomas Nagel, Robert Nozick, Susan Haack, David Chalmers, and
Alasdair MacIntyre are found in the Directory of Chapter 6. It is a pity because almost all those in
the Directories deserve a fuller feature. The book has portraits and other photographs of the
main subjects, as well as a vignette of some important context or historical background



concerning the philosopher in question. In the case of William Of Oackham, the vignette refers
to the story behind ‘Occam’s Razor: ‘It is vain to do with more what can be done by fewer’. We
see interesting pictures such as the lovely mansion of Montaigne, and the humbler house in Trier
in which Karl Marx was born. The biographical descriptions that form the main text are concise,
precise, and informative, making this book a joy to have as a reference or to browse at leisure,
and, also makes a fine gift.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Breathtaking full-page photos; adequate summaries of artists' lives. The
full-page prints of artworks are stunning. The book does a phenomenal job of presenting a
"who's who" of influential artitsts of the Western world and even includes a few Asian artists
besides Hokusai. It is a great intro for a casual fan of painters and sculptors.”

Kenneth H Fisher, “Buy it from comprehensive overview of philosophers. Excellent
contentClearly presentedAffordable price”

Vlad Levitsky, “Great book. The typos hurt.. Really great introduction to a great number of
leading artists over the centuries. Concise and well presented. The amount of typos,
grammatical errors and weak sentence structures popping up in the book threw me off a bit
though. If it's once, it's fine. After 4-5 times it's not cute anymore. Still a very valuable book. Very
well researched.”

Aixa A., “Damage. When I received the package, it was damaged on the top corner and the
book had a slight defect due to the mishandling of the box.”

The book by DK has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 1,045 people have provided feedback.
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